Summer sermon series: Lord’s Prayer                                                      July 23, 2006                       

Faith Ev. Lutheran, Radcliff, KY      2nd Petition: Romans 9:14-24
       Pastor Paul Horn

God’s Kingdom comes with His Mercy

I.  We dare not question his will

II.   We rejoice in his decision

14 What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all!  15 For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” 16 It does not, therefore, depend on man’s desire or effort, but on God’s mercy.  17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh: “I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.”  18 Therefore God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to harden. 19 One of you will say to me: “Then why does God still blame us? For who resists his will?”  20 But who are you, O man, to talk back to God? “Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, ‘Why did you make me like this?’”  21 Does not the potter have the right to make out of the same lump of clay some pottery for noble purposes and some for common use? 22 What if God, choosing to show his wrath and make his power known, bore with great patience the objects of his wrath—prepared for destruction?  23 What if he did this to make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his mercy, whom he prepared in advance for glory—  24 even us, whom he also called, not only from the Jews but also from the Gentiles? 

So…do you have any questions?  Someone has just lectured you on a specific topic or demonstrated a technique and then they ask, “Do you have any questions?”  You have all read the Bible.  Do you have any questions?  Sure you do.  God, when did you create the angels?  Lord, is there life on any other planet or solar system?  What happened to Noah’s ark?  Why did you make the platypus and aardvark the way you did?  These questions will have to wait until we get to heaven and can sit with Jesus under a shady tree.  When I read today’s lesson from Romans nine, I’m sure some questions popped into your brain, “Father, why would you sentence people to hell who have not had a chance to hear the gospel?  Lord, why are some saved and not others?  Jesus, have you predetermined who will go to your heavenly kingdom and to hell?”  This morning in the third part of our summer sermon series we will study the second petition of the Lord’s Prayer, Your kingdom come.  As we study Paul’s letter to the Romans’ this morning we will see that God’s Kingdom comes with his Mercy.  We dare not question his will in this matter, but we rejoice in his decision.

A sign tacked up on the wall in the post office reads, “Attention!  If you are a male between the ages of 18 and 25 and are living in the U.S. you must register for selective service!”  The selective service exists to serve the emergency needs of the Military by conscripting untrained manpower if and when Congress and the President so direct.  The United States has employed conscription (mandatory military service, also called "the draft") several times. The U.S. discontinued the draft in 1973 at the end of the Vietnam War.  Why were some drafted and not others?  Very simply, if your number was picked, you went to war.  You were exempt from the draft if you were not the correct age, if you were enrolled in college, or if you were a preacher.  Some may have asked, “Why was my number picked?”

Perhaps one of the biggest questions people ask themselves today is, “Why am I here?  What is my purpose?”  As Christians we ask a similar question, “God, why did you pick me to be here, to do what I’m doing?”  As Christian we also ask, “Why did God pick me at all?  Why did he choose me to be a believer?”  Ephesians 1:4,5 says, “For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.  In love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ.”  I was watching televangelist Joel Osteen last week and his wife Victoria stepped up to the podium and said, “God smiles on you because he sees the potential you possess to be someone great.”  Is that true?  Did God choose me because he saw I would believe, or that I had great potential to do good?  Is it that God sees my great personality, whit, or knowledge, is that why he chose me?

Let’s look at the words Paul writes in the previous verses to our sermon lesson this morning.  He quotes a passage from Malachi 1:2,3 that says, “Jacob I loved, Esau I hated.”  Paul’s point is that God chose Jacob to continue the line of the Messiah.  Esau he hated.  Why would God hate anyone?  That’s the easy question to answer.  Esau rejected God as his Lord and King.  God’s anger burns against those who reject him.  The complex truth that we grapple with lies in the first half of that passage, “Jacob I loved.”  Why would God love Jacob?   Esau was the first born, to receive the blessings and inheritance.  The name Jacob in the Hebrew means heel-grabber.  Jacob lived up to his name’s sake.  He was a deceitful, conniving little schemer.  Why did the LORD choose Jacob?

Why did God show you mercy?  From the moment you were conceived you were steeped in sin.  You can say, “As a baby I didn’t sin.”  How do you know?  Does it matter?  You still inherited a sinful nature from your parents.  You were not born with a friendly disposition toward God.  Sin gives birth to sin.  Sinful nature produces sinful acts, deceitfulness, lies, conniving, scheming, plotting and planning to get your way and take advantage of someone else.  Just like Isaac’s son Jacob.  It’s easy to see why he would send you straight to hell to burn for all time.  Paul also reminds us in vs16, “It (i.e. God’s choice) does not, therefore, depend on man’s desire or effort.”  This truth does not help our situation any.  That’s not very appealing to my sinful nature.  If I have no choice, no say in the matter… that gives God all the glory.  I need to have some role, small though it be, in obtaining God’s favor and his eternal kingdom.

Read all of Romans 9:16, “It does not, therefore, depend on man’s desire or effort, but on God’s mercy.”  You can do nothing to coerce God into liking you, to think you’re swell or to choose to give you his mercy.  It, that is, God’s choice to give the kingdom of heaven to some poor human being, depends on God’s mercy.  The apostle quotes Exodus 33:19, the LORD said to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.”  What child ever decided to be conceived and born?  It doesn’t work that way, neither in the biological world nor the spiritual world; spiritual life, becoming God’s children, does not, depend on man’s desire or effort, but on God’s mercy.

What about those people who are not drafted by God for heaven?  The Bible is pretty clear on the fact that wide is the path and broad the gate to hell and many will enter it, but narrow is the path and few who enter the gate to heaven.  Does this mean that our Heavenly Father chooses some to be damned and some to be saved?  Not at all.  The Bible is also very clear that the LORD, the God of faithfulness and love, wants all people to be saved (1Tim 2:3,4; Ez 33:11).  So why do some go to the place of everlasting torment and destruction?  The apostle Paul provides the answer to our question in vs17,18, when he uses the example of Pharaoh.

The LORD gave Pharaoh many chances to repent of his hard-heartedness, at least ten to be exact. Pharaoh lost them all.  Exodus 8:15,32 tell us that after God took away a plague, Pharaoh would harden his heart.  Later in Exodus 9:12, 10:1,20,27, Moses writes that the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart.  It sounds like God chose to send Pharaoh to hell.  That’s correct.  Because Pharaoh rejected the LORD as Savior so many times, God had no choice but to say, “You don’t want to follow my will, but your will.  Fine, have it your way, you’re not going to change, so I’ll just confirm your situation.”  It is the same principle that follows Jesus’ words from Mark 16:16b, “Whoever does not believe will be condemned.”  It is God’s will that all people be saved.  But it is also God’s will that those who reject him receive their due punishment.

The apostle Paul anticipates questions, “Is there injustice on God’s part?  Why does he find fault?  Who has resisted his will?”   Paul does not condemn our questioning of God’s will or wonderment about his purpose for our lives.  But rather he condemns the brazen, God-defying attitude.  He condemns the human being who makes God accountable for what happens in life.  That kind of questioning deserves a rebuke from the apostle, “But who are you, O man, to talk back to God?  Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, ‘Why did you make me like this?’”  That would be me saying to my Creator, “Why did you give me red hair?  Why didn’t you give me a dark complexion?  Why am I so tall and not average height?”  The larger issue at the heart of these questions has nothing to do with our physical DNA, but with God’s will for our spiritual makeup.  Paul says, “Why do you question God, and say he is unjust if he sends someone to hell because they deserve it or chooses to give kingdom to some unworthy human being?”

So why did he choose you?  Because of the truth contained in the hymn, “Your works not mine O Christ, speak gladness to this heart. They tell me all is done; they bid my fear depart.  Your blood, not mine, O Christ, can heal my sinful soul, your wounds, not mine, contain, the balm that makes me whole. Your righteousness, O Christ, alone can cover me; no other righteousness, can set a sinner free.” (Christian Worship 401:1,2,5)  God chose you because of his mercy.  He picked to give his kingdom to you for the sake of his Son Jesus.  It was not my decision to be a Christian.  It was not my will or desire to be a good person.  It was not because God saw great things in me.  It is because of his mercy.  Ephesians 2:8,9 “It is by grace you have been saved, through faith, and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God, not by works, so that no one can boast.”  Because of his mercy and compassion he sent his Son Jesus to suffer hell for you, for your “sins of Jacob,” lies, deceitfulness, trickery, for your sins of questioning God with an air of disrespect, for your sin of thinking you had some small role to play in your eternal destination of heaven.  God saved you because he loves you and wants you to be saved.

Now you might say, “But is God’s will arbitrary?  Does he throw a dart at a board and if it happens to hit my name he says, “Oh, I guess I’ll have mercy on so-and-so today.”  Did he draw your number out of a hat like a military draft?”  No.  God had a purpose for choosing you.  First of all, he chose you to save you.  Secondly, he chose you because he has a purpose for you. 1Peter 2:9, “You are a chosen people, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”  I have been chosen to declare his praises.  That’s pretty special.  Rejoice that you have been picked to declare his praises.  One of the ways you declare his praises is when you pray, “Your kingdom come.”  When you offer that petition you are saying, “Father, thank you for showing your mercy and compassion on me, for gifting me with your kingdom.  Father, use me to share your holy words with those who don’t know they have been drafted, so that through your Word your mercy and compassion might be shown on them.”

The doctrine of eternal election is comforting to you as a Christian.  God chose you, even before the creation of the world, to believe.  He drafted you to be a member of his kingdom.  Rejoice and in that knowledge!

So, do you have any questions?  I’m sure you do.  I do too. That’s why we continue to study, and dig, and search and ask the text questions, to find out more about God’s will for our lives.  Some of those questions will have to wait until we get to the kingdom prepared for us by our Savior.  Until that time we pray, “Your kingdom come.”  Amen.

